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practice of surgery, at which they were not unskilled,
and the Moors either accepted disease as the will of
Allah or else made pathetic efforts to combat it by
means of incantations, spells, potions, and charms
It was not long before the French doctors gained the
confidence of the people, knowledge of the miracles
they were able to perform being widely spread by
means of mobile sanitary units which Lyautey called
dispensaire en marche As a result of this, people soon
visited the Christian doctors with far greater con-
fidence than they had ever shown in their own ignorant
practitioners, and submitted to treatment which a
short time before they would have considered as an
invention of the devil Hospitals sprang up all over
the country, and by 1937 there were no less than eight
special native hospitals, a hundred and thirty-one
infirmaries and fifteen mobile units.
The task was no light one.   Unceasing warfare had
to be waged against the many diseases endemic in the
country, but a system of injections reduced venereal
disease, and fever was combated by the free and wide-
spread distribution of quinine    Epidemics, formerly so
fatal, also became under control, and it was a severe
blow on the part of fate that the famine resulting from
the drought in 1937 should have caused such wide-
spread misery among the people, and rendered the
outbreak of an epidemic almost inevitable, owing to a
general lowering of resisting power against disease
During the spring 197,000 people were given anti-
typhus inoculation at Fez, Casablanca, Souk-el-Arba,
and El Kelaa, while in the autumn when the red light
began to glow, 150,000 more submitted to inoculation
in Marrakesh   Everything that mortal man could do
was done, but none the less a severe outbreak of